Cardiorenal failure: treatment of refractory biventricular failure by peritoneal dialysis.
Fifteen patients with New York Heart Association Class IV functional cardiac disability whose mild-to-moderately severe renal failure had produced life-threatening fluid overload underwent dialytic therapy. Ten were dialyzed by the peritoneal route initially and five were switched from hemodialysis to peritoneal dialysis because of hemodynamic instability. All patients improved, resulting in renewed responsiveness to more conservative measures (2), stabilization for cardiac surgery (4), or less-restricted lifestyle out of hospital (9). We recommend consideration of peritoneal dialysis when biventricular and renal failure are refractory to conventional therapy.